THE PSYCHO-ANALYTIC STUDY OF THE FAMILY
means of earning his livelihood as the result of an unconscious
or semi-conscious identification of himself with his father. Sons
may also identify themselves with their mothers as regards their
principal pursuits in life; and (especially under present con-
ditions when work of almost every description is open to
women) daughters with either their fathers or their mothers.
In other cases again the choice is made in order to carry out
some wish—expressed or implied—on the part of the parent1,
or from a pious desire to carry on some work begun but not
completed by the parent.
Desire to be In still other cases, however, a desire to be different from
different from tjie parent rather than a desire to resemble him may be deci-
sive. When this is so, the calling chosen will probably be very
far removed in character from the parental one, except in so
far as it may resemble it through being the exact contrary,
where such a thing is possible; as for instance in politics or in
opposing schools of social, philosophic or religious thought.
The adoption of such a course depends naturally upon hatred
and aversion instead of love and admiration, and is due as
much to a desire to oppose the parent as to the wish to avoid
resembling him. It is especially liable to occur in cases where
the occupation or general behaviour of the parent has intruded
itself in an irksome and insistent manner into the life of the
child; and may lead not only to a dislike of the parent's occu-
pation itself, but to an opposition to the whole point of view
engendered by such an occupation, as the proverbial tendency
to loose living on the part of the sons of clergymen well illu-
strates a.
Thus, either positively or negatively, the lives, fates and
convictions of the parents have a great but often subtle power
in moulding the careers and opinions of their children—an in-
fluence which, in so far as it is manifest, is generally recognised
as a force as great as, if not greater than, that of inherited
disposition or environmental suggestion; but which, in so far
1	There is reason to believe that an influence of this kind was a factor
of importance in determining the nature of Darwin's scientific work.   Cp.
E. J. Kempf, "Charles Darwin. The affective Sources of his Inspiration and
Anxiety Neurosis.'* Psychoanalytic Review, V. 151.
2	For a study of unconscious family influences affecting the careers
of children cp. Stekel, "Berufswahl und Kriminalitat," Archiv fur Kriminal-
anthropologie and Kriminalistik, XLI.

